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Stronger  Together 
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i^ss.'j&xr  Miss.  Christians  honor  Mother  Emanuel  Church 

Oct.  27-28  at  Fim  Church. 


Jackson,  wl  bo  mailed  directly 
to  churches  during  the  second 
week  oi  October.  Each  church 
w6  receive  the  number  of 
card*  tor  whiah  the  church  it 
ekgibte  according  to  8te  guide 
tines  of  the  Miasooppi  Baptist 
Convention  Constitution:  "Each 
church  in  fnendty  oooporation 
with  the  Mwsnsippi  Baptist 
CorvenOon  and  having  conCt> 
utad  to  world  mnaiona  dirough 
the  Cooperative  Program  dur- 
mg  the  preceding  ooraention 
year  the!  be  emitted  to  two 
meeeengera  for  the  fast  one 
hundred  member*  of  itr  mem- 


By  William  H.  Parkins  Jr. 
Editor 

Christians  from  across  Mis¬ 
sissippi  packed  the  Sanctuary 
of  First  Church,  Jackson,  on 
Aug.  25  to  honor  the  witness  of 
Mother  Emanuel  AME  Church 
in  Charleston,  S.C.,  where  a 
racially-motivated  shooting 
spree  on  June  17  resulted  in 
the  deaths  of  nine  member* 
of  a  Wednesday  night  prayer 
meeting  Bible  study  group,  in¬ 
cluding  the  pastor. 

The  event  also  called  for 
Christian  unity  in  Mississippi 
and  America,  as  racial  ten¬ 
sions  rose  this  past  summer  to 
levels  not  seen  in  decades. 

‘After  the  tragic  church 
shootings  in  Charleston,  the 
Lord  impressed  on  my  heart 
a  desire  for  First  Baptist  Jack- 


One  additional  meesenoer  and  America,  as  racial  teu- 

from  each  churchsMIbe  af-  root  this  past  summer  to 

towed  lor  cadi  additional  one  ,  leyeU  not  seen  in  decades, 
bunked  members,  or  major  '  .  After  the  tragic  church 
fraction  thereof.  but  no  chuicii  shootings  in  Charleston  the 
•hdUM  MM  ID  mow  Lord  impressed  on  my  heart 

MftMMMM1  Mwiiiwrtfri  «  desire  for  First  Baptist  Jack- 
mtormabon  abased  on  die  showeaae  the  poai- 

201*  Annual  Church  PrcliiB 
FornwrMMoiTnmmn^M 

at '(60!)  292-3201  or  to!  bet  _  _  .  .  _ 

at  (800)  7*8-1661,  ext  201  Fin*  Church,  Jackson. 

Email'  mtiMmbcb.org  “Because  of  our  long-time 

relationship  with  the  Missis-  P 


Preschool  earn  wii  be  sveiabie 
lor  chikbsn  by  preragiMration. 
agaa  birth  through  five,  at  Firtt 
Church.  Jacksen.  during  tie 


relationship  with  the  Missis-  PAIR  OF  PRESIDENTS  -  Ronnie  Floyd  (left),  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven 
sippi  Mass  Choir,  I  reached  out  tkm  and  senior  pastor  of  Cross  Church  in  northwest  Arkansas,  rallies  the  standing-room- 
to  (choir  executive  director]  only  crowd  assembled  Aug.  25  in  the  Sanctuary  of  First  Church.  Jackson,  for  a  worship  time 
Jerry  Mannery  about  the  pos-  themed.  Stronger  Together:  A  Night  of  Unity.  Joining  Floyd  in  calling  for  Christian  unity  in  the 
sibility  of  conducting  a  joint  face  of  racial  tension  across  America  was  Jerry  Young,  president  of  the  National  Baptist  Con- 
night  of  worship  featuring  our  vention  USA,  and  pastor  of  New  Hope  Church  in  Jackson  The  event  honored  the  witness  of 
combined  choirs.  As  we  began  members  of  Mother  Emanuel  AME  Church  in  Charleston.  S.C.,  the  scene  earlier  this  summer 
•m  too  ether  on  p  e  of  a  racially-motivated  massacre.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


Mississippi  Baptist  Convwv 
lion,  horn  noco  on  October 
26  trough  October  28.  to  I 
pra  register,  contact  Mkfsfte 

Sanwng.  cfvkicare  coordinate* 

at  (601)  9**- 1997 Al  children 
mugl  ba  preregiMared  by  Mon¬ 
day.  October  19  The  preschool 


Statement  by  the 
Christian  Action  Commission 


Seadey  Schi 


tie  mast  level  off  North  State 
Sheet  rolovwnqhra  Vie  pro- 
oedurac  (1)  Preragater.  giving 
name  and  aga  of  each  child, 
the  parent,  and  tie  church.  (2) 
Pick  up  a  security  cart  tor  each 
chid  on  arrival  (3)  Be  sura  al 
hatongngs  are  labeled  (4)  For 
infants,  leave  a  lima  schedule 
for  feetkng  (5)  Leave  the  chi 
then  no  eerier  Sian  16  manias 
before  ihe  beginning  of  a  tee- 
•on  and  pick  tiem  ia>  no  later 
than  15  mrures  after  the  ctoee 
of  tieaesrion.  ChUrenmsy 


during  the  Convention  lunch 
break  on  Oct.  27.  If  pararss 
provide  a  tack  lunch 


Recently,  an  article  was 
posted  on  the  Christian  Ac¬ 
tion  Commission  (CAC) 
website  by  a  former  employ¬ 
ee  of  the  CAC.  This  article 
was  posted  without  gaining 
proper  approval  and  waa  un¬ 
authorized  for  release  by  the 
CAC.  The  article  presented 
information  and  made  im¬ 
plications  that  caused  ques¬ 
tions  to  be  raised.  There 
were  many  items  discussed 
in  the  article  that  are  well 
deserving  of  conversation 
but  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
the  Christian  Action  Com¬ 
mission  understands  that 


there  were  atatements  in 
the  article  that  were  not 
verified,  and  aa  such,  cre¬ 
ated  confusion. 

We  want  to  thank  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  Board  for  their  tireless 
work  to  promote  the  gospel 
on  the  behalf  of  the  Missis 
sippi  Baptist  Convention  aa 
they  assist  churches  navi¬ 
gate  these  choppy  waters. 
We  have  the  great  blessing 
of  being  a  part  of  a  strong 
convention  of  churches  co¬ 
operating  together  for  the 
cause  of  making  great  the 
name  of  Christ.  We  must 


continue  working  together 
to  maintain  the  gift  that  God 
has  given  us  aa  a  great  con¬ 
vention  of  churches.  God 
has  given  ns  much,  and  to 
whom  much  is  given,  much 
is  required.  May  Mississip¬ 
pi  Baptists  continue  to  do 
much  with  all  that  we  have 
been  given  as  we  make  dis¬ 
ciples  of  all  peoples. 

Sincerely, 

The  Board  of  Trustees 
of  the  Christian  Action 
Commission 


Editorial.... 


a  Christian 


Revivals  A 


Just  far  the  Re 
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Religious  liberty  in  danger 


Wt  entered  a  sad  era  for  the 

American  judicial  system  and 
Kentucky  state  government 
when  a  county  clerk  was  incarcerated 
by  a  judge  for  refusing  to  place  her 
name  on  the  marriage  licenses  of  same 

^Khn&avis  had  stated  that  her  reli¬ 
gious  convictions  prevented  her  from 

'  '  her  official  signature  of  approval 


Guest  opinion 


with  Paul  Chitwood 


Happy  Anniversary 

Wavne  Pinkerton  was  the  We  were  told  soay  stories  of  deati- 
_ _ _  _ unless  the 


WILLIAM  PERKINS 


_ r.  Steve  Beshear  accommodate 

her  conscience  by  excusing  her  from  that 
duty.  Beshear  refused  ana  told  her  to  do 


duty.  Beshear  rei 
herjob  or  resign 
Inis  is  the  sat 


UVI  IVU  VI  * 

Inis  is  the  same  governor  who  al¬ 
lowed  Kentucky's  attorney  general. 
Jack  Conway,  to  refuse  to  defend 
Kentucky’s  constitutional  definition  of 
marriage.  Beshear  spent  the  common¬ 
wealths  money  on  private  counsel  to 
protect  Conway’s  religious  convictions 
on  gay  marriage  but  had  refused  to 
allow  other  elected  officials  to  use  the 
county’s  ink  pens  in  order  to  protect 
Davis'  religious  convictions. 

In  light  of  Beshear's  unwillingness  to 
accommodate  Davis'  faith,  U.S.  District 
Judge  David  Bunning  chose  not  to  fine 
Davis  or  request  that  Gov.  Beshear  call 
on  the  state  legislature  to  impeach  her 
or  that  Rowan  County  voters  organize  a 


Rather,  Bunning  chose  to  throw  Davis 
in  jail. 

Should  Jack  Conway  have  been  jailed? 
Of  course  not.  He  should  have  been  or¬ 
dered  to  do  his  duty  as  an  elected  official 
and,  if  he  refused,  a  due  process  should 
have  unfolded  to  allow  citizens  of  the 
commonwealth  to  decide  if  he  should 
continue  to  hold  office.  Should  Davis 
have  been  jailed?  Of  course  not. 

Yet,  in  tne  midst  of  what  is  quickly 
becoming  one  of  the  most  heated  cul¬ 
tural  debates  since  slavery.  Judge  Bun¬ 
ning  created  a  martyr  ana,  at  the  same 
time,  wrought  a  great  injustice  upon  a 
public  servant  and  a  wife  and  mother 
of  two. 

With  countless  alternatives  to  be 
explored  and  exhausted,  Bunning  used 

M*  CHITWOOD  on  p  7 
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SBC  women  leaders  say  Pope  wrong  on  abortion 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  Pope  Francis  has  extended 
to  priests  worldwide  the  authority  to  offer  abso¬ 
lution  for  the  sin  of  abortion  during  the  Catholic 
Church’s  “Holy  Year  of  Mercy,"  which  begins  Dec. 

8  and  runs  through  Nov.  20  of  next  year. 

Most  priests  in  the  United  States  already  have 
such  authority,  but  in  other  nations  they  must  seek 
permission  from  bishops,  a  formal  process 
that  has  led  to  frustration  among  those 
seeking  absolution.  Under  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  canon  law,  abortion  brings  automatic 
excommunication  unless  the  person  who 
has  had  an  abortion  or  performed  an  abor¬ 
tion  confesses  and  receives  absolution. 

However,  Southern  Baptist  women's 
ministry  leaders  Kathy  Ferguson  Litton. 

Dorothy  Patterson,  and  Rhonda  Kelley, 
in  comments  to  Baptist  Press  lamented 
the  misguided  nature  of  the  pope's  de¬ 
cree  that  forgiveness  must  be  sought 
from  anyone  but  Christ. 

The  New  York  Times  noted  that  Pope 
John  Paul  II  enabled  priests  to  offer  the 
same  absolution  during  the  last  Holy 
Year,  in  2000.  "Yet  it  shows  [Pope  Fran¬ 
cis’]  broader  push  to  make  Catholicism 
more  merciful  and  welcoming,"  The 
Times  noted. 

Vatican  officials  said  it's  possible  the 
pope  will  allow  the  abortion  absolution 
practice  to  continue  indefinitely.  “I  have 
met  so  many  women  who  bear  in  their 
heart  the  scar  of  this  agonizing  and  pain¬ 
ful  decision,"  the  pope  said  of  abortion 
in  a  statement  issued  by  the  Vatican. 

This  is  one  of  two  social  initiatives  by 
the  pope  in  recent  days  with  the  other 
being  a  fast-tracking  of  marriage  annul¬ 
ments,  streamlining  the  process  to  make 
it  more  accessible  to  those  who  other-  KELLEY 
wise  might  have  < 
after  a  divorce  ral 


_ ler  than  seek  an  annulment. 

Litton,  a  North  American  Mission  Board  na¬ 
tional  consultant  for  ministry-  to  pastor's  wives, 
told  BP,  “As  much  as  1  admire  the  Catholic 
Church's  vigorous  pro-life  teaching,  this  move  by- 
Pope  Francis  is  disconnected  from  a  biblical  Gos¬ 
pel  ...The  Bible  never  teaches  us  to  look  to  man 
or  any  officer  of  the  church  to  dispense  grace. 
We  are  reconciled  to  God  by  grace  th  rough  Jesus 
Christ  when  He  became  sin  for  us." 


PATTERSON 


Many  women  of  her  Baby  Boomer  genera¬ 
tion,  Litton  said,  have  had  an  abortion,  given  the 
fact  that  abortion  rates  were  highest  in  the  1970s 
through  the  early  '80s. 

Patterson,  professor  of  theology  in  women's 
studies  at  Southwestern  Seminary  in  Ft.  Worth 
and  wife  of  the  seminary’s  president,  Paige  Pat¬ 
terson,  said  any  action  that  puts  a  man 
or  a  woman  above  God  is  distressing 
and  unacceptable. 

“God  is  aware  of  the  pain  and  dif¬ 
ficulty  for  a  woman  and  her  family  in 
light  of  an  unplanned  pregnancy,  but 
God  protects  and  cherishes  the  life  of 
the  unborn  child  as  well  as  extending 
His  mercies  and  love  to  the  hurting 
mother,”  said  Patterson. 

Kelley,  an  adjunct  professor  of 
women's  ministry  at  New  Orleans 
Seminary  and  wife  of  the  seminary’s 
president.  Chuck  Kelley,  told  Baptist 
Press  the  Bible  does  not  assign  differ¬ 
ent  levels  of  severity  to  different  sins, 
as  the  Catholic  Church’s  treatment  of 
abortion  would  indicate. 

“It  is  very  clear  that  all  sin  is  level 
at  the  cross  of  Jesus,  who  died  to  for¬ 
give  anyone  of  all  sin.  Psalm  103:3  says, 
'[God]  forgives  all  your  sin;  He  heals 
all  your  diseases.  He  redeems  your  life 
from  the  pit,”  said  Kelley,  whose  hus¬ 
band  Chuck  Kelley  is  president  of  New 
Orleans  Seminary. 

“This  truth  continues  in  the  New  Tes¬ 
tament:  'If  we  confess  our  sins,  He  is 
faithful  and  righteous  to  forgi-.  us  our 
sins  and  to  cleanse  us  from  all  unrigh¬ 
teousness,”  Kelley  said,  referring  to  t 
John  1:9.  “What  a  promise  to  know  that 
the  Lord  sees  sin  as  sin  and  promises 
forgiveness  of  all  sin  when  we  confess  It 
to  Him  and  accept  His  forgiveness." 

Women  who  have  had  abortions  can  seek  com¬ 
plete  forgiveness  and  total  healing  from  Jesus 
Christ,  Kelley  said.  ^ 

"The  healing  process  begins  with  repentance 
from  sin  and  acceptance  of  Gods  forgiveness, 
then  redemption  occurs  in  the  believer's  life  and 
ministry,"  she  said.  “God  can  use  what  was  in¬ 
tended  for  evil  as  good  to  minister  to  others  and 
give  glory  to  His  name." 


POPE  FRANCIS 

“...Tfte  Bible  never  teaches  us  to  look  to  man 
or  any  officer  of  the  church  to  dispense  grace. 
We  are  reconciled  to  God  by  grace  thrc  jgh  Jesus 
Christ  when  He  became  'Jn  for  us." 

Kathy  Ferguson  Litton 

North  American  Mission  Board  national  consultant 
for  ministry  to  pastor's  wrlvas 


SBC  president  invites  nominations  for  committees 


SPRINGDALE.  Ark.  (BP)  - 

Candidates  to  serve  on  the  com¬ 
mittees  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  (SBC)  are  being 
t  by 
presi¬ 
dent  Ronnie 
Floyd,  senior 


in  northwest 
Arkansas. 

The  Com¬ 
mittee  on 
Committees, 
appointed 
by  the  SBC  president,  and  the 
Committee  on  Nominations, 
elected  by  messengers,  are  at 
the  heart  of  the  selection  pro¬ 
cess  of  pastors  and  taypeople 
as  trustees  of  the  SBC  entities, 
such  as  the  International  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  and  North  American 
Mission  Board. 

Two  other  groups  for  which 
the  SBC  president  is  soliciting 


pastor  ot 
Cross  Church 


potential  members  are  the  Cre¬ 
dentials  Committee  and  Tellers. 
The  Credentials  Committee  is 
responsible  for  addressing  any 
registration  uncertainty  involv¬ 
ing  a  messenger.  Tellers  are 
involved  in  any  votes  by  mes¬ 
sengers  on  motions  and  other 
business  matters. 

Floyd  also  noted  he  is  seek¬ 
ing  candidates  to  serve  on  the 
Resolutions  Committee,  which 
frames  proposed  stances  to 
messengers  on  missions  and 
evangelism  as  well  as  important 
cultural  issues. 

Floyd's  letter  set  forth 
qualifications  for  committee 
candidates: 

■  “Christ-like  character,  un¬ 
questionable  integrity,  and  a 
commitment  to  the  inerrancy  of 
Scripture  as  the  written  Word  of 
God  and  to  reaching  our  world 
with  the  gospel  of  Christ. 

■  “In  accordance  with  SBC 
Bvdaw  15(A),  Committee  on 


Committee  appointees  'shall 
have  been  resident  members 
for  at  least  (3)  years  of  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  churches  either 
geographically  within  the 
states  or  affiliated  with  the 
convention  of  the  states  from 
which  they  are  appointed.' 

■  “SBC  Bylaw  15(C)  pre¬ 
cludes  simultaneous  service  on 
more  than  one  board  or  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Convention  by  any 
person  or  that  person's  spouse 
unless  specifically  permitted  by- 
bylaw.  You  may  not  nominate 
to  the  Committee  on  Commit¬ 
tees,  the  Tellers  or  Credentials 
committees  any  person  who 
is  currently  serving  (or  whose 
spouse  is  serving)  on  any  other 
SBC  entity  board,  institution, 
commission,  or  committee. 

■  ‘A  faithful  history  of  fi¬ 
nancial  support  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion’s  missions  and  ministries, 
primarily  through  the  Cooper¬ 
ative  Program. 


■  “A  variety  of  age,  gen¬ 
der,  position,  and  ethnicity: 
men  and  worn'"',  church  staff 
and  laymen,  and  represen¬ 
tatives  from  large  and  small 
churches." 

Floyd  asked  that  names  of 
candidates  for  these  groups  be 
forwarded  to  him  by  Nov.  1  in 
one  of  tbe  following  ways: 

■  E-mail  to  the  president's 
office  at  ronniep@crosschurch. 
com. 

■  Fax  to  479-756-7110:  or 
mail,  1709  Johnson  Road, 
Springdale,  AR  72762. 

Appointments  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Committees  en¬ 
tails  two  representatives 
from  each  of  the  54  states  or 
regions  that  qualify  for  rep¬ 
resentation  according  to  SBC 
Bylaw  30.  The  Committee  on 
Committees  meets  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  SBC  annual 
meeting  to  nominate  an  equal 
number  of  members  to  the 


Committee  on  Nominations, 
which  meets  the  following 
March,  with  one  church-relat¬ 
ed  employee  and  one  layper¬ 
son  serving  from  each  state  or 
defined  territory. 

Floyd  also  is  encouraging 
churches  and  pastors  to  pro¬ 
vide  the  Committee  on  Nomi¬ 
nations  with  recommendations 
when  it  begins  its  work  later 
this  fall.  This  committee  nomi 
nates  members  of: 

■  The  SBC  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee. 

■  Trustees  for  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Mission  Board. 

■  Trustees  for  the  North 
American  Mission  Board. 

■  Trustees  for  LifeWay 
Christian  Resources. 

■  Trustees  for  GuideStone 
Financial  Resources. 

■  Trustees  for  the  six  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  seminaries. 

■  Members  of  the  Ethics  & 
Religious  Liberty  Commission. 
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Recently,  I  was  visiting  with  a  man 
at  one  of  our  churches  after  a 
time  of  worship  and  we  started 
talking  about  stump  noles.  He  told 
me  that  when  he  was  a  youngster  his 
daddy  instructed  him  numerous  times, 
when  he  would  go  fishing  or  they  would 
be  at  a  lake  or  a  pond  and  he  would  get 
out  in  the  water,  to  be  careful  about  the 
stump  holes  that  were  out  there.  The 
man  asked  me  if  I  knew  what  a  stump 
hole  was  and,  indeed  I  did.  Then  he 
told  me  that  his  father  was  sc  con¬ 
cerned  because  they  were  so  t'anger- 
ous.  A  stump  hole  out  in  a  po.id,  a  lake, 
and  even  in  some  creeks  is  w.iere  a  tree 
used  to  be  and  maybe  was  cut  down  or 
blown  down,  and  fine  stump  that  was 
left  there  over  time  in  the  water  would 
disintegrate,  corrode,  rot,  and  eventu¬ 
ally  be  gone  leaving  a  hole  there  in  the 
bottom  of  the  pond.  If  you  happen  to 
be  walking  along  in  knee  deep  or  waist 
deep  water  and  stepped  into  a  stump 


Stump  Holes  of  Life! 


vive?  I  have  seen  the  stump  hole  effect 
in  church  over  things  like  the  cemetery 
fund  or  the  cemetery  maintenance. 
Sometimes  it  has  to  do  with  scheduling, 
or  groups  being  invited  to  sing  at  the 
church,  or  people  selling  their  CDs. 

I  have  known  chunh<>s  to  get  all  out 
of  control  and  every  c  ne  almost  para¬ 
lyzed  as  they  try  to  deal  with  some¬ 
thing  that  needed  to  be  dealt  with,  as 
practical  as  putting  a  new  roof  on  the 
church  or  cutting  some  trees  in  front 
of  the  church.  Now,  1  know  that  these 
are  real  issues,  but  we  do  not  need  to 
lose  our  perspective  on  who  we  are, 
why  we  exist,  and  bow  we  should  treat 
one  another. 

At  times,  I  have  seen  the  stump  hole 
effect  hit  in  peoples’  homes  and  espe¬ 
cially  in  the  area  of  finances.  At  times, 
they  begin  to  spend  or  overspend  and 
then  they  spend  and  overspend  a  little 
bit  more  and  hardly  recognize  the 
mounting  debt  that  they  have  gotten 
into  until  suddenly  and  shockingly  they 


times,  sin  is  defined  as  missing  the 
mark,  going  the  wrong  way,  or  in  this 
case  taking  !  wrong  step. 

The  truth  is  that  every  °» 


hole,  it  is  a  shocking  experience.  In 
fact,  you  can  step  on  in  a  stump  hole 
and  it  is  so  sudden  and  shocking  that 
you  have  a  hard  time  recouping  to  pull 
yourself  together  and  try  to  get  out  of 
the  stump  hole. 

Add  to  that  the  problem  when  you 
step  in  a  hole  like  that  it  often  times 
has  suction  about  it  and  it  is  hard  to  get 
your  foot  and  leg  back  out  of  the  bole. 
That  is  why  the  man  had  encouraged 
his  son  to  be  careful,  because  people 
have  drowned  from  stepping  in  a  stump 
hole.  If  you  step  into  it  you  will  be  so 
surprised  and  overwhelmed  that  you 
cannot  get  your  breath  and  you  have 
trouble  getting  your  wits  together  in 
order  to  do  anything. 

1  have  thought  about  how  much  like 
sin  are  the  stump  holes  of  life.  That 


holes  that  can  pull  you  down,  suck 
you  under,  hold  you  for  too  long,  and 
indeed  the  truth  is  there  and  the  wages 
of  sin  is  death.  Now,  every  one  of  us 
live  around  those  people,  experiences, 
and  activities  that  could  be  stump 
holes  that  jerk  you  down  and  hurt 
your  life.  I  think  about  in  church  there 
are  stump  boles.  While  there  may  be 
many  issues  that  come  before  people 
in  the  church,  there  are  issues  that  are 
filled  with  concern,  outrage,  emotion, 
and  sometimes  evenpanic 

The  stump  hole  effect  is  not  just  re¬ 
lated  to  one  of  the  issues  so  much  as  it 
is  that  one  person,  or  s  group  of  people, 
or  sometimes  it  seems  like  the  whole 


into  one  of  them.  If  you  do,  reach  up  to 
Jesus.  He  cares.  He  can  help,  and  He 
will  be  there. 


Americans  live  that  The  author  can  be  contacted  at  direc- 
it  just  happened.  tions@mbcb.org. 


times  I  wonder  if  they  can  get  loose.  the  vast  mai 
Can  they  be  set  free?  Can  they  sur-  way.  They  tl 


wrong  actions,  wrong  directions,  and 
disobedience  to  the  will  of  God.  Often 


180th  Annual  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
October  27-28, 2015  -  First  Baptist  Church,  Jackson 


GUNTER  ROAD  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
W  FLORENCE,  US  »  SEEKING  X  Bl- 
VOCATIONAL  PASTOR.  Please  subml 
resumes  to  Guntsr  Road  Search  Com- 
rmttae  CJO  Crag  Duxes  2209  Woodland 
Phot  Florence.  US  3907]  or  rcdukesft 


Hotel/Motel  Rates  effective  October  25-27,  2015 
Note:  Cutoff  date  for  the  rates  listed  is  October  9.  Rates  will  go  up  after  then. 

When  you  ask  for  reservations,  be  sure  to  tell  them  you  ere  attending 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 


Chirch,  sNanllon  Search  CommUai,  320 
W  Oxford  Street  Pontotoc.  MS  30803 
You  may  omai  reaumea  10  brodavida>hbc@ 


mum  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN  VICKS 
BURG.  US  U  SEEKING  A  TOUTH  MINIS 
TER.  Ptoaao  sand  rtaunaa  to  Trtndy  Baptist 
Church  Search  Comma**  3366  Porters 
Chapel  Rd  Vicksburg.  MS  39180  or  em»l 

CharSa  Hartta  M  C3harnarftyar>oo  com 

ENON  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IS  SEEKING  A 
81- VOCATIONAL  MNSSTER  OF  YOUTH 
Sand  reaumea  to  2804  Carro«or.  Rd  Gre 
rede.  MS  38901  or  arnek  to  anonbaptist 


Hampton  Inn 

1234  Phillips  Street 
Peart.  MS  39208 
601-932-7676 

$  109  00  Singie/Double  per  night  +  9%  tax 
Free  Hot  Breakfast 

Hilton  Garden  Inn 

438  Riverwtnd  Drive 
Pearl.  MS  39208 
601-933-1174 

5109.00  Single/  Double  per  night  +  91b  tax 
5119.00  Suite  per  night  ♦  9%  tax 
Breakfast  55.00  per  person 

Holiday  Inn  Express 

100  Riverwtnd  Drive  East 
Pearl.  MS  39208 
601-K46  7006 

5109/5129  King/Suite  per  night  +  9%  tax 
Free  Hot  Breakfast 


churchQouSook  cont  or  can  862-226-c  r?l 


Cabot  Lodge  Jack  son/ North 
120  Dyest  Road 
Ridge  land  MS  39167 
601-967-0757 

594  00  Single/  Double  per  night  +  8%  tax 
Free  Hot  Breakfast 


CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  FREE 
ESTIMATES.  Onto  Ugtatotory  OMnw 

lAas,  phonsS01-776-0St7 _ 

STAMED  GLASSWORKS.  INC  serving 
MS  6  At  amoa  1992.  Ca>  QQ040S-297C 

WWW  SEBRENHOMEIMPROVENENT 

COSI.  Chriatan  owed  Don  S  Rita  Setrer 
801402-2092  Al  home  mprowments 


Comfort  Inn 

1226  Phillips  Lape 
Pearl.  MS  39208 
601-932-4141 

589  Single/Double  per  night  +  9%  tax 
Free  Hot  Breakfast 


Country  Inn  &  Suite* 

3051  White  Blvd 
Pearl.  MS  39208 
601-420-2244 

570.00  Single/  Double  per  night  ♦  9%  tax 
Free  Hot  Breakfast 


AFFORDABLE  BEACHSIOE  VACATION 
CONOOS:  GUI  Shore*  6  Orange  Beach 
AL  Rant  direct  Horn  Chnahan  Family 
Owners  lowed  cnees  on  he  Beach  w*w 


MS  POSITIONS 


CLASSIFIEDS 


4 
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ANYONE  IN  CHRIST  IS  A 

MARGARET  LACKEY 
WkM  h  lflf  OFFERING  FOR  STATE 
JU  IT  MISSIONS  MISSISSIPPI 


iJtmlZKSUFA  1 


31  *>£ 


OK  fUTKAl,  SPCAKBK 

COST  BUT  YOU  MUST  RSVP  TO  USA  IEAVEU  AT  601-292-33A7 

Oft  U£ ^VEUdMBCB  ORG  BY  FRIDAY  SEPTEMBER  25 

ROC  BLYTHE,  DIRECTOR  OF  CP/STfcWARDSHJP  PROMOTION 


A£s!^ 

20JS 

MISSISSIPPI  COLLEGE 

HOMECOMING 

October  24,  2015 

Registration  -  noon 

Program  -  1 :00  p.m.  •  Game  -  3:00  p.m. 

Contact  Men's  Ministry  at 
800-748  1651,  Ext.  335 


GIVE  GENEROUSLY  FOR  STATE  MISSIONS 


2015  OFFERING  GOAL:  $2,000,000 

OFFERING  EMPHASIS  AUGUST-OCTOBER 
ORDER  FREE  MARGARET  LACKEY  RESOURCES 
AND  LEARN  MORE  ABOUT  STATE  MISSIONS 

Mission  Strategy  |  MBCB  |  (800)  748-1651 


October  26,  3:00  p.m.  -  6:00  p.m 


Baptist  Building 
Skyroom 


'iniAtehJi 
<UTwm> 


we  it  ©me  Diono  Dovis  a?  our  ipoo<?(  She 
enjoys  encouraging  ministry  wives  3f»d  training 
women  in  church  leaaershp  Diana  is  o  minster's 
wile,  for  over  32  years.  Minister  s  wfe  or  Steve 
Davs  vice  president  of  SBC's  N.VAB  South 
region,  her  newest  publication  is  6  Simple  Steps 
find  Contentment  &  Joy, as  a  Ministers  Wife 
Ministers'  wives  are  welcome  to  join  us  for  an 
afternoon  of  great  fellowship  and  fulfillment 


sored  by  the  Postor/ leadership  Development  Dept 


Register  by  contacting  Cathy  Taylor  ot  cwtoylor  mbcb.org. 


October  1*07.  end 


m.  on  Fricfcy  and  and  at  2:30  p.m.  on  Saturday.  You  veil  be 
ibed  in  events  such  M  •  mbstonery  visit  worship,  rope*  course, 
to  end  mudh  mote.  The  it  the  perfect  opportunity  to  get  away 
from  the  world  and  invest  in  a  1st-6th  grade  girt  in  your  Ufa. 

Registration  forms  ere  onite  at  garaywa.org. 


fflerm  Ciristkae/ 

to  pastors  in  the  Baptist  Convention  of  New  York  through  he  Suit  Protect  Ministry 

Every  year  we  seek  to  bleu  pastors  and  heir  wives  with  gifts, 
tending  pastor*  new  suits  and  their  wives  gift  card*.  This  ministry 
ha*  keen  blessing  ministers  aedfoeir  families  since  1963  Join  in 
making  the  holiday*  even  more  special  for  these  ministers  by 
giving  to  the  suit  project.  Donation*  to  this  ministry  can  be  a 
rewarding  fundraising  project  for  ony  group  in  your  church: 
Royal  Ambassadors,  Curts  in  Aftion  WMU,  Men's  Ministry, 
VflS,  or  youth 


To  make  donations,  or  for  more  ksforsnatie 
the  Men's  Ministry  Department  of  the 
S00-74S-1651,  t Mi.  305,  601793-3335/ 
dvaMhnbcb.org. 


FALL 


NOVEMBER  13-14,2015 

CINTUAl  HIU5  BAPTIST  RFTPEA7 

Coif  $45  p«rc  person 

.rxir-  *  arRVbodbjp  3  m eats  d 

Saturday  Rider*'  Cost;  $20  -xxr.  <sk  ~J 
BYOH  [Bring  Your  Own  Ho.  vs) 


2015 


Online  Leadership 

Training 

Tire  WMU  is  now  offering  oni  ne  conferences 
designed  *o  *roin  mission  s  and  women's 
n  ti  :s*.r/  lectiets  to  facilitate  missions 
education  and  Women  s  Ministry 


Conferences  include: 

-  How  to  Involve  Churches  In  Assoc.ahonal  Mission1 

-  How  ro  Involve  Your  Church  in  Missions 

-  How  *c  involve  Adults  in  Missions 

How  to  Involve  Women  in  Women  s  Ministry 

-  How  to  Involve  Students  in  Missions 

-  How  nvolve  Ch  id'  n  in  Miss  ons 

-  How  t o  involve  Preschoolers  in  Missions 

To  participate,  you  must  register  online  at 
mbcb.org  on  the  WMU  Ministries  page  and 
select  Online  T raining  on  the  :eft  of  the  page. 

Cost  per  conference  is  Si 0  (Si S  for  the  Adult 
Missions  and  Women's  Ministry  course) 


Work  at  your  own  pace! 

For  more  information,  contact  Tammy  Anderson 
in  the  Mississippi  WMU  office  at  800-748-1651  ext 
323,  or  at  tanderson@mbcb.org. 


Sljtr  Youtfw- 

<  A 


2015  Auditions  for  the  2016 
Mississippi  baptist  All-State 
Youth  Choir  and  Orchestra. 
Open  to  9th- 1 2th  graders 
involved  in  the  music  ministry 
of  MS  Southern  baptist 
Churches. 


ONLY  3  AUDITION  LOCATIONS  REMAINING! 

Thursday,  October  1,  2015 
4:00  -  7:00  P.M. 

FBC,  Meridian 

Saturday,  October  17,  2015 
1:00  -  4:00  P.M. 

Baptist  Building 

Sunday,  October  18,  2015 
2:00  -  5:00  P.M. 

.  Baptist  Building 


for  r 

Ctivitch  Music  of  of 

_ 

Y7  4b-  \ 

* ,  l«i  4 tu7 .  ov 

'  >  c  ft-dt tO/  i-muH  cwKjyui#inoco  org. 

Looking  for  ways  to  introduce  your 
church  or  group  to  missions? 

Consider  hosting  a  WortdCrafts  party  or  use  them 
as  a  special  emphasis  throughout  the  year. 


a  non-profit  ministry  of  the  WMU  that 
works  to  provide  sustainable  income  for 
impoverished  people  around  the  world. 


To  learn  more  about  WorldCrafts  and  tc  o  a- 
an  event,  visit  worldcrafts  org  WoAdC'afts 
specialists  are  available  to  assist  you  n 
Mississippi.  Contact  Tammy  Andersc~  "  the 
state  WMU  office  (800-748-1651  e*t  313 
or  tandersong>mbcb.org)  or  a  list  of  na~es 


A 


I 


Mississippi  Baptist  Symphony 
*  Orchestra  Concert 


Carterville  Baptist  Church,  Petal 

Contact  C ath\  lavlor,  Church  Mu-ac  Dept.,  at 
800-748-1651  tor  more  information. 


Mississippi  Baptist  Young  Musicians  Honor  Choir  Weekend 


Saturday,  April  9  -  Sunday,  April  10, 2016 

First  Baptist  Church  of  Clinton 

Begin  submitting  video  auditions  August  1 , 2015 

Deadline:  November  15, 2015 

For  more  information,  contact  Wyndy  South,  Church  Music  Dept. 

at  wsouth@mbcb.org 


In  other  College  News: 

►  For  the  fourth  consecutive  year,  William  Carey  University  has 
xen  named  a  Champions  of  Character  Five-Star  Institution  try  the 
National  Association  of  intercollegiate  Athletics  (NAIA).  Carey  was 
recognized  as  a  silver  institution  with  a  score  of  79  in  the  Champi¬ 
ons  of  Character  program,  which  focuses  on  the  NAlA's  five  core 
ralues  of  integrity,  respect,  responsibility,  sportsmanship  and  ser¬ 
vant  leadership.  The  program  works  to  instil  these  values  through 
ictivities  for  student-athletes  and  professional  development  for 


Don  Locke  has  been  named  Ben  Caston  has  been  ap- 
Order  of  the  Golden  Arrow  pointed  to  the  faculty  of 
winner  at  MISSISSIPPI  Southwestern  Seminary  in 

COLLEGE.  Locke  is  dean  of  Fort  Worth,  Tex.  He  will  serve 

the  School  of  Education  and  as  associate  professor  of 
will  be  recognized  Oct.  23.  voice  and  associate  dean  of 
The  award  showcases  people  undergraduate  studies  in  the 
with  outstanding  professional  School  of  Church  Music.  Cas- 
achievements  and  extraordi-  ton  completed  his  bachelor's 
nary  leadership  abilities.  degree  at  WILLIAM  CAREY 

P  _  COLLEGE,  and  his  master's 

T  I  and  doctoral  degrees  at  New 
f .  •  iLjrX  ,  Orleans  Seminary.  He  Previ¬ 
ns  V  ously  served  as  associate  pro- 

fessor  of  music  and  director 
of  choral  activities  atTruette- 
Y]  McConnell  College  in  Cleve- 
_  1  land,  Ga.,  and  as  associate 

yg  ]  pastor  and  minister  of  music 

U  I  at  First  Church,  Helen,  Ga. 


FDILKC,  MDNUQA,  LM  NUYJ  GQ 


ELZZLKC,  AQOYXQ  NULF  RJT  MAYO 


OQ:  KQXQANUQZQFF  KYN  OI  ELZZ, 


GJN  NULKQ,  GQ  HYKQ 


ZJVQ  NEQKNI-NEY:  MYANI-NEY 


Clue:  M  =  F 

Have  fun  u nth  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible 
knowledge.  A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  en¬ 
coded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
ther,  -^emt  the  putde.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 

las'  *  eek's  puzzle:  Revelation  a:  11 


(AT  LEFT!  Wendy  Scott 
(second  from  left)  has  been 
installed  as  MISSISSIPPI 
COLLEGE  SCHOOL  OF 

LAW  dean.  She  was  invested 
Sept.  10  at  First  Church,  Jack 
son.  She  is  the  eighth  dean  of 
the  school. 


Revivals  &  Homecomings 

Church,  Tommy  King,  and  Gene  Doug-  9:45  am.;  wi 
xxh  anni-  las,  speakers;  Price  Harris,  mu-  lowed  by  din 


Michael  w  Smith 
Concert 


October  17  7:00  p.m. 

f  North  Greenwood 

Baptist  Church 

615  Grand  Boulevard 
Greenwood,  MS  38930 

$35  General  Admission 
$75  VIP  Meet  and  Greet 
Doors  open  at  6  00  p.m 

Tickets  available  at  North  Greenwood  Baptist 
662-453-2801 


a  m.,  followed  bv  dinner  00  served  Mon.  -  Wed  batty:  Homeonung.  Sent.  27. 

the  grounds:  Chip  Henderson.  ►  "Unity  Church,  feed.  Re-  services,  10  ajn.,  followed  by  W- 
speaker,  Neil  Wiggly,  music.  rival.  Sept  27-30;  Sun.,  11  lowship  meal;  Tommy  WOJer, 
p  Hope  Church.  Philadelphia  a.m.  and  6  pjn.;  Mon.  -  Wed,  speaker;  Nathan  Chapman  mu- 
Homecoming,  Sept  2T.  services,  7  pjn.;  John  Grimes,  speaker;  sic;  Chns  Madison,  pastor  Codv 
10: TO  a.  m„  followed  by  lunch;  John  WolbrechL  music.  Matlock,  associate  pastor  youth 

Gary  Thompson,  speaker.  b  South  McComb  Church,  and  children;  Brandi  Reid,  min- 

►  Co«a Church, CoSaTRerivri,  McComb:  Revival.  Sept  27  -  gterofmugc. 

Sept:  27  -  30;  Sun.,  11  ».m.  and  6  29;  Sun.,  1 1  a.m.,  Mon.  -  Tues.,  6  ►  Rocky  Pomt  Church,  Laak* 

pm.;  Mon.  -  Wed,  7  p.m.;  Jim  pjr  ;  Reginald  Calvert  and  Fred  County:  Homecoming,  Sept.  2T. 
Pender,  speaker  Terry  Coriey,  Liter,  speakers;  SMBC  praise  services,  10:30  a.m.,  followed 
paster  band  and  JPAC  choir,  music.  by  covered  dish  meal;  Emmon 

►  Calvary  Church,  Eupora:  ►Corinth  Church,  Haktal-  White, speaker. 

60th  anniversary,  Sept.  27;  ser-  barg:  Revival,  Sept.  27  -  Oct.  ►  Macedonia  Church,  Blue 
rices,  10:30  a.m„  followed  by  2,7  p.m.  nightly,  Bill  Saye,  Mountain.  Homecoming  and 
lunch  speaker.  revival,  Sept.  27-30;  Sun.,  10 

k.  Friandahip  Church.  ►  Baulah  Church,  Lexington  a.m.,  worship;  11  a.m.,  singing 

Brookhaven:  Revival,  Sept  27  Homecoming,  Sept.  2 r,  ser-  with  Servants  Heart,  followed 

-  30;  Sun.,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  vices,  u  a.m.,  followed  by  lunch  by  potluck  lunch;  Mon.  -  Wed., 

Mon. -Wed.,  7  p.m;  Matt  Alex-  and  afternoon  singing;  Doug  7  pm.  with  potluck  meal  at 
ander  and  Steve  Jackson,  speak-  Applegate,  speaker,  local  talent,  6  p.m.;  Terry  Hall  and  Tim 
ers;  David  Montgomery,  music.  musk.  Murrah,  speakers;  Terry  Hall, 

h.  North  Columbia  Church,  p  Hickory  Church.  Hickory  speaker  _  ^  _ 

Columbia:  Revival,  Sept.  27  150th  anniversary,  Sept.  26  ►  Hope  Church,  Philadelphia 

-  30;  Sun.,  10:30  a.m  and  6-27;  Sat-,  campus  tours,  re-  Homecoming.  Sept.  27;  services, 
p  m.;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  noon  and  fresh ments,  and  memorabilia  10:30  a.m  ,  followed  by  lunch; 
6:30  p.m.;  Joe  McKeewr,  Reg-  display,  4  p.m.;  7  pm.,  worship  Gary  Thompson,  speaker.  Wil- 
gie  Ogea,  Philip  Thurman,  Brett  with  former  pastors  and  Lords  Ham  Crenshaw,  music;  Dennis 
GoLson,  Rory  Lee,  Ben  James,  Supper,  Sun  ,  Sunday  School,  Duvall,  pastor. 


M&4  udio  llc 


Ik- sign  &  Integration  of  Professional  Audio.  Video.  &  Lighting 
C  hurch.  C  onference  Room,  School 
Equipment  sales,  service  and  installation 

Ph601-923-W47 
V  ax  601-924-2RXO 


PC).  Box  1575 
Clinton.  MS  79060 


Trooper  Holes 

info@msaudiolk.com 
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TOGETHER 

com  from  p.  / 

the  collaborative  process,  we 
invited  Ballet  Magnificat  to 
join  us  in  the  presentation,' 
Gray  said. 

Manneiy  agreed  the  timing 
was  right  for  such  an  eifent  in 
Mississippi,  which  was  even¬ 
tually  titled,  Stronger  Togeth¬ 
er  -  A  Night  of  Unity. 

“Amos  3:3  rsks  the  rhetorical 
question. 

On  the  web 


“Can  two 
walk  to¬ 
gether,  ex 


Streaming 
cept  they  be  video  of  the  two- 
?ed"?  As  hour  event  can 
be  viewed  at  first- 
baptistjackson. 
org/resources/ 
media/media- 
library/stronger- 
together-a-night- 
of-unity/ 


i  body  of 
Christ,  the 
only  thing 
we  can  ab- 
solutely 
agree  upon 
is  that  Je¬ 
sus  is  Lord. 
Stronger 
Together 
afforded  us 


A  Night  of  Unity 
the  opportunity 
to  state  and  celebrate  it  loud 
and  clear. 

“This  worship  service  was 
amazing  on  many  levels  — 
conceived  and  executed  within 
four  weeks  with  no  budget, 
without  rehearsals,  and  with 
interdenominational  approv¬ 
al.  Indeed,  nothing  is  more 
powerful  than  an  idea  whose 
time  haScome,"  Mannery  said. 

The  leaders  of  two  of  the 
most  influential  bodies  of  U.S. 


Kepresentingthe Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  was  President 
Ronnie  Floyd,  who  flew  in  from 
Cross  Church  in  northwest  Ar¬ 
kansas  where  he  is  senior  pastor. 
Representing  the  National  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  USA  was  Presi¬ 
dent  Jerry  Young,  pastor  of  New 
Hope  Church  in  Jackson. 

*1  say  to  Satan  tonight,  in 
the  name  of  Jesus  the  Son  of 


‘I  say  to  Satan 
tonight,  in  the  name 
of  Jesus  the  Son  of 
God,  King  of  kings 
and  Lord  of  lords, 
we  stand  against  all 
racism  in  the  United 
States  and  may  Jesus 
put  it  to  an  end.  to  His 
honor  and  His  glory, 
forever  and  ever... 
and  I  say  enough  is 
enough.^ 


PACKED  HOUSE  —  Mississippians  representing  Christian  denominations  from  across  the 
state  take  their  seats  Aug.  25  in  the  Sanctuary  of  First  Church,  Jackson,  as  StrongerTogether: 
A  Night  of  Unity  begins.  The  event  was  designed  to  honor  the  witness  of  Mother  Emanuel 
AME  Church  in  Charleston,  S.C.,  where  nine  worshippers  lost  their  lives  June  17  at  the  hands 
of  a  racist  gunman.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


God,  King  of  kings  and  Lord  of 
lords,  we  stand  against  all  rac¬ 
ism  in  the  United  States  and 
may  Jesus  put  it  to  an  end, 
to  His  honor  and  His  glory, 
forever  and  ever...  and  1  say 
enough  is  enough.'  Floyd  saia. 

“1  read  a  story  about  Mahat¬ 
ma  Gandhi,  who  had  attended 
cnurchinSoutn  Afnca,"  Young 
said.  “After  he  left,  there  were 
a  number  of  persons  who 
asked  him  questions.  Someone 
asked  him,  'Gandhi,  why  won’t 
you  become  a  Christian?'  To 
which  Gandhi  replied,  ‘I  would 
become  a  Christian  if  I  could 
just  see  one.' 

“I  would  to  God  that  Gan¬ 
dhi  was  here  tonight.  What  a 


tremendous  display  of  what  it 
means  to  be  a  part  of  that  ec- 
clesia  that  called  out  crowds." 

In  attendance  were  Wayne 
Singleton,  minister  of  music 
at  Mother  Emanuel  Church, 
and  his  wife  Myra.  They  re¬ 
ceived  a  standing  ovation 
when  they  came  to  the  plat¬ 
form  to  speak. 

“I  am  so  overwhelmed 
of  the  love  that  has  been 
shown  to  us  since  June  17,“ 
Wayne  Singleton  said  to 
the  hushed  crowd.  “There  is 
no  other  place  I  would  rath¬ 
er  be  than  right  here,  right 
now.  June  17  changed  the 
lives  of  many,  ana  we’re 
still  working  through  it,  but 


our  faith  has  kept  us  strong. 
We  have  learned  the  power 
of  forgiveness.* 


Gray  presented  the  Single- 
tons  with  a  mounted  promo¬ 
tional  poster  of  the  event  that 
had  been  signed  by  the  members 
of  the  Mississippi  Mass  Choir 
and  the  Sanctuary  Choir  of  First 
Church,  Jackson.  They  received 
another  standing  ovation  as  they 
returned  to  their  seats. 

Streaming  video  of  the 
two-hour  event  can  be  viewed 
at  firstbaptistjackson.org/ 
resou  rces/ media/ media -fi- 
brary/stronger-together-a- 
night-of-unity/ 


Submission  Guidelines 

The  Baptist  Record  is  pleiaed  to  pubbati 
news  end  phrtographa  of  spectel  events  that 
taka  piece  in  cooperating  churches  of  **— 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  News  itm 
and/or  photographs  depicting  benefits 
activities  for  secular  or  outside  org 
w*  not  be  published. 

Preferred  method:  news  may  be  submit 
electronically  to  the  email  address  below, 
must  be  induded  in  the  message  segment  ol 
an  e-mail  form.  Secondary  method:  news  may  ' 
be  typewritten  or  needy  printed  on  8  1/2  by 
11-inch  paper  and  mailed.  All  articles  must  be 
received  in  writing;  no  articles  will  be  accepted 
over  the  telephone.  Oue  to  ever-present  virus 
threats,  no  text  attachments  will  be  accepted 
Photograph  attachments  in  JPEG  format  are 


Please  make  articles  concise.  Include  the 
who.  what.  when,  where  details  of  the  story, 
along  with  a  contact  person's  address  and 
telephone  number. 

Photographs  must  be  submitted  shn.  uurs 


cally  via  email  as  attachment*  in  JPEG  format 
Hard  copy  photographs  mailed  through  the 
poetal  eervice  wM  not  be  accepted.  Photo¬ 
graph*  must  be  dear,  sharp,  and  wedkghted 
Photographs  must  depict  people.  No  landecape. 
budding-,  or  object-only  photographs  w*  be 
printed.  Photographs  containing  inappropriate 
gestures  and  objectionable  clothing  wdl  not  be 
published  Cad  phone  photograph*  end  other 
low  resolution  items  that  do  not  reproduce  well 
on  newsprint  are  generally  not  publishable. 

There  is  no  guarantee  that  news  items  and/ 
or  photographs  wdl  be  published,  and  unso¬ 
licited  material  wdl  not  be  acknowledged  or 
relumed.  Ad  news  items  are  subject  to  editing, 
and  ad  photographs  are  subject  to  cropping. 
News  items  and/or  photographs  can  be  pub¬ 
lished  one  time  only.  Deadline  tor  submitting 
newt  is  one  week  prior  to  raqueeted  publication 
date.  Articles  that  are  not  date  sensitive  wdl 
be  published  on  a  space  available  basis.  These 
guidelines  are  not  meant  to  be  ertheusbve. 

Submit  nows  to  The  Baptist  record.  P.O.  Boa 
530.  Jackson.  MS  39206-0630  FAX  (601)  292- 
3330.  E-mai:  baptisbecordAmbcb.org. 


Need  a  light? 

Jesus  said.  *‘l  am  the  light  « > I  the  \Mtrld. 
.m*.  \N  hocur  Inflows  me  Mill  not  walk 

in  darkness  hut  will  ha\e  the 
light  o|  life.'*  •  John  X:  12) 

s i in |>| \  share  the  following  prater 
with  (.od  in  wmr  umi  words: 

1.  lord.  I  admit  that  I  need  ton. 
<  I  haw  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  lor  m\  sins 
and  In  cdoip  I rom  eternal 

death.  4 1  repent .) 
J  I  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
l  from  tile  grave  to  forgive  uiv  sins 
and  to  restore  im  relationship 
mr  with  vou.  4 1  believe  in  Jesus.) 

,  4.  It\  faith!  I  invite  Jesus  (  hrist 

into  iiiv  life.  I  rom  this  time  on, 
I  iv ant  to  live  in  a  loving  relationship 
with  Him.  1 1  receive!  hrist  as 
iiiv  s.i  v  ior  and  I  oril.) 

"Hill  as  III. iiiv  as  leieiveil  him.  to  tin  ill  In  gav* 
llu  r^giit  to  heroine  children  of  (.od.  t  veil  to 
ihost^ho  believe  in  his  name.*1*  (John  1:12) 
It  vmi  make  a  decision  tm  1  hrist  todav.  contact  a 
local  Southern  Itaptisi  church  lor  spiritual  guidance. 
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God  Saves  •  Genesis  6:11-18;  7:11-14 


Humans  deeply  disappointed  God. 
Genesis  6:5-6  reads,  ‘And  God  saw 
that  the  wickedness  of  man  was  great 
in  the  earth,  and  that  every  imagina¬ 
tion  of  the  thoughts  of  his  heart  was 
only  evil  continually.  And  it  repented 
the  Lord  that  he  had  made  man  on  the 
earth,  and  it  grieved  him  at  his  heart,’ 
(KJV).  Remember  there  were  no  chap¬ 
ter  breaks  in  the  Bible  until  about  1200 
A.D.  and  no  verse  divisions  until  1550 
A.D.  The  fourth  chapter  of  Genesis 
concludes  with  the  offspring  of  Cain, 
and  the  5th  chapter  enumerates  the 
offspring  of  Seth.  Seth’s  lineage  was 
godly,  while  Cain’s  was  ungodly. 

Genesis  chapter  six  begins  with 
how  the  offspring  of  Cain  married 
into  the  lineage  of  Seth,  and  all  were 
corrupt  from  then  on,  with  one  excep¬ 
tion.  The  Hebrew  word,  “Nephelim" 
in  Genesis  6:3  means  “fallen  ones,’ 
though  this  obscure  Hebrew  word  is 
translated  ’giants”  elsewhere  in  the 
Old  Testament.  Without  the  chapter 
break  this  makes  sense.  The  end  of 
verse  four  states  there  were  mighty 
men  in  those  days.  This  refers  to  hu¬ 
man's  strong  resolve  to  ungodliness, 
.sot  their  righteousness.  Therefore, 
Genesis  6:7-8  reads,  ‘And  the  Lord 
said,  I  will  destroy  man  whom  I  have 
created  from  the  face  of  the  earth; 


both  man,  and  beast,  and  the  creeping 
thing,  and  the  fowls  of  the  air;  for  it 
repenteth  me  that  I  have  made  them. 
But  Noah  found  grace  in  the  eyes  of 
the  Lord,’  (KJV).  The  lineage  of  Seth 
was  godly,  including  Methuselah  and 
godly  men  like  Enoch,  but  then  their 
male  offspring  intermarried  the  fe¬ 
male  offspring  of  Cain,  and  soon  all 
were  corrupt  except  one. 

Noah  was  the  above  mentioned 
exception. 

Noah  was 
a  godly 
man  in  an 
ungodly 
world.  God 
noticed  his 
righteous¬ 
ness.  In  the 
midst  of 
worldwide 
evil,  God 

noticed  Noah.  Later  God  would  notice 
Job.  Job  2:3  reads,  ‘And  the  Lord  said 
unto  Satan,  Hast  thou  considered  my 
servant  Job,  that  there  is  none  like 
him  in  the  earth,  a  perfect  and  an  up¬ 
right  man,  one  that  feareth  God,  and 
escheweth  evil?’  (KJV).  The  Hebrew 
word  translated  "perfect"  in  this  verse 
and  in  Genesis  6:9  about  Noah  means 
blameless  or  upright  as  well.  So 


God  bragged  about  Job,  just  as  He  no¬ 
ticed  Noah. 

The  Bible  describes  Noah  in  Gen¬ 
esis  6:9,  These  are  the  generations  of 
Noah:  Noah  was  a  just  man  and  perfect 
in  his  generations,  and  Noah  walked 
with  God,’  (KJV),  and  in  Genesis  7 a 
‘And  the  Lord  said  unto  Noah,  Come 
thou  and  all  thy  house  into  the  ark;  for 
thee  have  1  seen  righteous  before  me  in 
this  generation,'  (KJV).  God  Himself 
described 
■M  Noah  as 

I  is  s 

Exploit  the  BMa  * 

with  Rick  Henson  strand0  his 

■  walk  with 
|  God  when 
he  obeyed 
His  word 

by  building  an  ark  before  there  ever 
was  rain  on  the  earth.  Genesis  2:5-6 
reveal,  “And  every  plant  of  the  field  De- 
fore  it  was  in  the  earth,  and  every  herb 
of  the  field  before  it  grew:  for  the  Lord 
God  had  not  caused  it  to  rain  upon  the 
earth,  and  there  was  not  a  man  to  till 
the  ground.  But  there  went  up  a  mist 
from  the  earth,  and  watered  the  whole 
face  of  the  ground,’  (KJV). 


Genesis  6:11  reads,  “Now  the  earth 
was  corrupt  in  God’s  sight,  and  the 
earth  was  filled  with  violence,  KJV), 
and  as  stated  above  from  6:5,  ‘every 
imagination  of  the  thoughts  of  his 
heart  was  only  evil  continually."  What 
a  contrast  between  Noah  and  his  con¬ 
temporaries!  2  Peter  2:4-5,  9  adds, 
‘For  if  God  spared  not  the  angels  that 
sinned,  but  cast  them  down  to  nell,  and 
delivered  them  into  chains  of  darkness, 
to  be  reserved  unto  judgment;  And 
spared  not  the  old  world,  but  saved 
Noah  the  eighth  person,  a  preacher  of 
righteousness,  bringing  in  the  flood 
upon  the  world  of  the  ungodly,  ...  The 
Lord  knoweth  how  to  deliver  the  godly 
out  of  temptations,  and  to  reserve  the 
unjust  unto  the  day  of  judgment  to  be 
punished.’  (KJV). 

Noah  was  righteous  in  an  unrigh¬ 
teous  world.  As  our  society  slouches 
away  from  the  Lord,  let  us  live  lives 
that  contrast  our  righteousness  with 
their  corruption.  God  is  watching,  and 
is  quite  capable  of  delivering  us  from 
the  tests  and  trials  of  life.  God  bragged 
about  Job  and  Noah.  What  is  He  saying 
about  you? 

Henson  is  pastor  of  Oakdale 
Church,  Brandon. 


God's  Promise  of  Answered  Prayer  •  Luke  1 1:5-13 


“Have  you  seen  War  Room?’  This 
question  is  buzzing  around  Christian 
circles  as  a  result  ofthe  Kendrick  broth¬ 
ers’  newest  box  office  sensation  that  (as 
of  this  writing)  has  pulled  in  over  $39 
million.  Miss  O are.  one  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  characters  advises  Elizabeth  (her 
young  mentee  on  how  to  successfully 
handle  her  stn ggling  marriage :  "You’ve 
got  to  pa.'ad  v  itn  God  so  that  He  can  do 
what  only  He  can  do;  then  you've  got  to 
get  out  of  the  way  and  let  Him  do  it!’ 

“War  Room'  has  spurred  attend¬ 
ees  by  the  thousands  to  go  home  with 
renewed  seal  to  fight  their  ba tries  on 
their  knee3.  Of  course,  Scripture  has 

31  invited  us  to  do  exactly  this.  To¬ 
ft  lesion  reminds  us  the  Lord  {le¬ 
ts  in  answering  our  earnest  pleas. 
One  day,  as  Jesus  finished  praying, 
His  disciples  approached  Him.  ’Lord, 
teach  us  to  prfty,  as  John  also  taught 
his  disciples,*  the  follower  requested 
(Luke  m:i  NKJV).  Notice  the  timeline 
on  this;  it  wasn’t  at  the  onset  of  Je¬ 
sus'  mentoring  of  these  men.  Several 
significant  ministry  events  had  trans¬ 
pired,  including  sending  a  group  of  72 
out  on  a  mission  trip  (Luke  10).  Per¬ 
haps,  at  this  point,  these  followers  re¬ 
alized  they  needed  to  gain  more  insight 
on  prayer.  In  Luke  11:2-4,  Jesus  shared 
a  model,  a  springboard  to  propel  His 
disciples  into  deepening  adventures  in 
(and  dependence  on)  prayer. 


The  Lord  then  used  a  story  to  add 
two  other  components  of  prayer  per¬ 
sistence  and  patience.  These  two,  when 
knit  together,  would  produce  results. 

He  discusses  an  occasion  in  which 
someone  had  unexpected  company  ar¬ 
rive  late  at  night,  and  the  host  needed 
some  food  for  his  guest.  Even  though 
it  was  midnight,  he  ran  to  a  neighbor, 
waking  the  man  by  pounding  on  the 

door.  At  _ _ 

first,  the 
groggy 

Bile  Studies  for  Life 

ble  'me-  Ann  Maniscalco 

the  door  is 
now  shut,  H 
and  my 

children  .  '■ 

are  with  me  in  bed;  I  cannot  rise  and 
give  to  you,"  he  responded  (v.  7). 

Although  hospitality  was  considered 
a  sacred  duty  in  the  ancient  Near  East 
at  this  time,  we  can  probably  picture 
the  neighbor’s  reluctance  to  respond  to 
the  inconvenient  request.  Possibly,  in  a 
small  house,  lighting  a  candle,  scurry¬ 
ing  around  to  gather  the  needed  food, 
and  opening  the  door  may  have  dis¬ 
turbed  the  whole  household.  However, 
the  needy  man  would  not  relent.  The 
result?  “...because  of  his  persistence 


small  nouse,  ngming  a  nau 
ing  around  to  gather  the  nee< 
and  opening  tne  door  may  I 
turbed  the  whole  household.  ! 


he  will  rise  and  give  him  as  many  as  he 
needs’,  Jesus  said  (v.  8). 

A  similar  story  on  the  topic  of  per¬ 
sistence  is  found  in  Luke  18:1-8.  There, 
Jesus  relates  a  story  of  a  widow  bring¬ 
ing  her  request  for  fair  treatment  be¬ 
fore  a  judge  who  ’did  not  fear  God  nor 
regard  man’  (v.  2).  He  tried  to  put  her 
off,  hut  because  she  continued  to  bad¬ 
ger  him  with  her  request,  he  relented, 

using  his 

position 

to  provide 
''S  justice  for 

r  Life  gg*£r |  (vs 

HB  KS  to  assume 

— ^  these  sto- 

nnr’  ries  teach 

os  that 

God  must  continually  be  pestered  to 
get  Him  to  answer  our  prayers.  Life¬ 
way  writer  Jonathan  Falwell  clarifies 
this:  ’It  should  be  noted  here  that  some 
of  Jesus' parables  are  told  as  compari¬ 
sons,  while  others  are  used  to  contrast 
one  thing  to  another.  This  psreble  is 
a  contrast’.  For  sure,  God  is  not  a  re¬ 
luctant  giver  who  must  be  coerced  or 
prodded  to  respond  to  our  pleas.  We 
can  knock  on  His  door  24/7! 

In  verse  9,  Jesus  mentions  three  ac¬ 
tion  symbols  to  use  in  prayer,  asking. 


seeking,  and  knocking.  The  results 
will  he  receiving,  finding,  and  the 
opening  of  doors  (vs.  9-10). 

The  Lord  then  discussed  a  role  of 
an  earthly  father.  If  a  hungry  boy  re¬ 
quested  food,  he  could  confidently  ex¬ 
pect  some  bread,  or  perhaps  a  piece 
of  fish.  A  loving  father  would  meet 
his  child’s  needs  appropriately.  How¬ 
ever,  if  a  young  boy  today  asked  to 
have  candy  and  soda  for  a  meal,  the 
wise  father  would  rightly  refuse,  in 
leiu  of  better  choices.  Perhaps,  when 
our  prayer  isn’t  answered  as  we  wish, 
we  need  to  see  if  we've  requested  a  so- 
da-and-candy  equivalent!  To  provide 
what’s  best,  God  may  decline  or  delay. 

In  verse  13,  Jesus  says  the  Father 
will  “give  the  Holy  Spirit  to  those  who 
ask  Him".  This  seems  an  unusual  way 
to  end  a  treatise  on  prayer.  However, 
until  Pentecost,  the  Spirit  didn't  in¬ 
dwell  men  and  women  continually 
(Acts  2:1-4).  The  best  gift  God  could 
possibly  impart  is  the  indwelling  pres¬ 
ence  of  His  Spirit,  which  accompanies 
our  salvation! 

May  we  honor  God  with  prayers 
modeling  persistence,  patience, 
and  praise! 

Ann  Maniscalco  is  a  member  of 
Emmanuel  Baptist  Church  in  Ocean 

Springs. 


CHITWOOD 

cont.  from  p.2 

his  gavel  to  swat  the  proverbial 
gnat  with  a  sledgehammer 
Where  does  this  end?  I  hon¬ 


estly  don't  know.  If  Davis  was 
my  wife  and  the  mother  of  my 
children.  I  would  have  quickly 
asked  that  she  respond  to  this 


beliefs  and,  from  what  1  have 
observed,  took  her  stand  with 
gracious  and  God-honoring 
speech.  She  made  her  case. 
Sne  did  all  that  she  could  do. 

As  for  the  failure  of  Gov. 
Beshear  to  protect  her  free¬ 


dom  of  conscience,  unfor¬ 
tunately,  his  name  won't  be 
on  the  ballot  in  November 
but,  once  again,  the  people 
of  Kentucky  are  learning  the 
hard  lesson  that  elections  re¬ 
ally  do  matter. 


In  fact,  freedom  hangs  in 
the  balance. 

Chitwood  is  executii'e  di¬ 
rector  of  the  2,400-church 
Kentucky  Baptist  Convention, 
headquartered  in  iMuisuilte 
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Just  for  the  Record 


The  youth  of  MIR  RIVER  CHURCH.  BROOKHAVEN. 
traveled  to  Orange  Beach.  Ala.,  for  summer  camp.  Shown  are 
the  participants.  Tim  Johnson,  youth  pastor;  Jay  Anderson, 


HOPE  CHURCH.  PHILADELPHIA,  ordained  Kids  from  CALVARY  CHURCH.  VICKS- 
Todd  Winstead  aa  deacon  Aug.  23.  He  is  shown  RURQ,  are  shown  enjoying  their  back  to 
with  his  wife.  Christy,  and  children. Tyler  and  school  party  and  practice  for  their  annual 

Maggie  Grace.  Dennis  Ouvatt,  pastor.  Christmas  program. 


In  other  Church  News: 

►  Northsido  Church,  Clinton,  is  hosting  an  observance  and  re¬ 
membrance  of  the  Moas  HOI  events  which  occurred  140  years  ago, 
on  Sept.  26,  to  a-m.  -  3  p.m.  This  is  in  conjunction  with  Mount 
Hood  MB  Church  and  Pleasant  Green  MB  Church.  Lunch  provided. 
For  more  information,  contact  the  Northside  Church  office. 

.  i  .'J  -.r  >*</.  t 
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GRACE  CHURCH.  VICKSSURO.  honored 
H.  Bryan  Abel  for  SO  years  of  preaching  the 
goapel.  Shown  are  Abel  and  Robert  Greer. 


COILA  CHURCH.  CARROLL  COUNTY,  held 
a  baby  dedication  Sept.  6  for  LiHyan  Ruth  Chi¬ 
nan.  who  is  shown  with  her  parents  Brandon 
and  Dayna  Chinan  and  pastor  Tarry  Corley. 


OfFfwNG  BiAl'TIFll 
INDEfCNDtNT  LIVING  CHOKJX 


r_ii 


FRIDAY,  OCTOBER  qTH 
Oijooro 


SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  10TH 

Siaesw 


Dr  False  Pattern*  k  Mutrr  >  Voice  Dr  rifee  Pattern*  k  Martrr  •  Voice 
SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  toTH  SUNDAY.  OCTOBER  llTH 

Dr  Pattern*  In  The  lioor  Den'  Dr  Pw*c  Pattern*.  *  M  eater  •  Voice 


ROXIE  CHURCH.  ROXK. 

recognized  Eartyn  Mullins  for 
70  years  of  teaching  Sunday 
School  on  Sept.  B. 


SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  toTH 

Dr.  Patterson  ia  "The  Ilon  a  Den* 
followed  bjr  spaghetti  luncheon  (both 
bee),  book  «*mn*  and  Moxahip  with 
Dr  PaUenoo 


•Wmminmf  <(  &  ’fahUtoa  . 
c)Ufayr»  ufJU  jha  fm* 
deyam  blind ana’ 


"Offerings  taken  cacti  tunc' 


